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Extra Curriculum Activities

In the main part of my CV, I listed my interests as the following:-

· Photography (digital & analogue, including some darkroom experience)

· Industrial Archaeology (history and restoration)

· Models and vintage toys (live steam)

· Clock repairing 

· Hill walking

· Pickling

· Books 

· Music 

· Coins

This part expands on that list for those people for whom it is relevant. The sections are in no particular logical or chronological order (other than the aesthetic appearance of the above list, which may be lost if the readers display is in a different font from mine!)

In the past I have had some interest in home computing (WP, DTP, Internet, db’s, graphics etc.) but I no longer consider it to be a hobby (It's too much like work!).

When I lived in Scotland, I did some voluntary work in an industrial museum (Summerlee).

Photography

Photography was my first serious hobby, started when I was in my early teens (early 1960’s) and continuing, with variable enthusiasm, to the present day. 

My father was a keen photographer and I followed closely in his footsteps. He built a darkroom at home, well equipped for black & white printing and colour reversal work. I learned to use the facilities with great enthusiasm, and became quite adept at various interesting techniques. Unfortunately, most of my early work was lost when I left home and my parents moved house. The darkroom was never rebuilt, my father lost interest and I went over to commercially processed colour prints. 

I have never really lost the camera bug. Despite the loss of my early work, I have since accumulated a collection of several thousand prints. Some of these I have scanned into my PC and have added many more taken with various digital cameras. I have used a selection of these to illustrate my web site as well as my booklet and, in the past, the Friends of Summerlee newsletter. 

For subject matter, I have concentrated mainly on landscapes and photographic records in connection with my other hobbies. 

Industrial Archaeology

It is difficult to say when my interest in industrial archaeology “started”. An interest in railways goes back to childhood but it gradually widened to encompass the history of other industries and industry in general. I have a definite bias towards steam power in my interest. Because steam remained on the railways much longer on railways than most other industries (indeed into my own childhood), that is where most of the easily available information is found. This has introduced an unintended railway bias to my book collection and other sources. However, steam and industrial history in general fascinates me, although I would not pretend to be an expert by any means.

Models and vintage toys (live steam)

I have a collection of steam related models in my possession but the collection, and my main interest lately, is dominated by live steam toys. I was first given an SEL steam engine as a child c1960 and I now wish I had kept it. Unfortunately, steam toys were quite common at the time and it was just another fascinating toy at the time which I grew out of. 

I didn’t grow back into them until much later in life at c1990. I saw an advert for a limited edition Mamod railway engine produced to celebrate their 50th anniversary. I ordered one without hesitation and it formed the start of my current collection (although I had no intention, at the time, of starting a collection as such). While working at Summerlee museum I was often involved in the organisation of special open days. One of these was a regular “Model Engineering” exhibition and it was at one of these that I purchased a Mamod engine and, soon after, another from a friend who needed some ready cash. This was when the collection proper started. 

These toys are not cheap when they are in good condition. For this reason, my collection has not grown rapidly but has grown steadily to over 60 items and still growing (plus a few which have been cannibalised for spares). Part of the fascination, for me, is in repairing and restoring old engines, sometimes purchased in an extremely sorry state. This also helps keep the purchase costs down. 

Many people have one of these old toys hidden away in the attic, and it was a query from one of these people that drew my attention to the lack of reference material on the technical / practical side of the hobby. This prompted me to write a booklet on the subject giving readers some information and tips on running, maintaining and restoring such serendipitous finds. It is aimed at beginners in the field and encourages them to start a collection, although it doesn’t assume that they will. After a surprisingly encouraging start, sales have now settled down to a trickle, selling at little more than the production cost. However, I had fun writing it and the main purpose is to impart information to others with similar (or potentially similar) interests. The potential market is not large enough to justify commercial publication. (Details of this booklet can be found on my web site at http://rolywilliams.com).

Clock repairing 

I first started repairing clocks c1990. I had previously repaired a clock of my own but was aware that I had not done a proper job. As it was not on old or valuable clock, it did not worry me at the time. However, I later took possession of an old French clock, previously owned by my deceased father, which was working but not very well. Not wanting to bodge this one, I had a choice of paying a professional to work on it or learn how to do it properly myself. I decided on the latter because it sounded like an interesting hobby. I bought a few books on the subject and a few simple tools. I stripped the clock, cleaned it, found nothing obviously wrong with it, reassembled it, oiled it and set it going again. To my disappointment, it was no better than it was before. To my relief, it was no worse! 

However, I had caught the bug. I had thoroughly enjoyed the attempt, albeit unsuccessful. I did a proper job of repairing the first clock and started looking around for other clocks to practice on. Along with the French clock from my father, I had also acquired an interesting clock that had originally been an old works time recording clock. The punching mechanism was missing but the clock itself was complete and quite aesthetically pleasing. It was working perfectly but I thought about giving it a thorough service just for the practice. However, when I removed the movement from its case, I was daunted by the (then) unfamiliar fusee mechanism and decided to leave it till later after I had gained more experience. (I still haven’t got round to having a go at it. It is still working well and reliably and keeping excellent time – as it was designed to do – and I’m increasingly reluctant to interfere.) 

I was given a modern American clock (an unwanted wedding present, still in its box) that had been dropped at some time. I successfully repaired it but was not happy with the simulated “aged” painted finish on the case. I half expected it to be made of some cheap modern material like chipboard or plywood. However, when I stripped the paint off, I was surprised to find genuine wood underneath. After simple varnishing it looked far better than the original. I then felt a little guilty about keeping it but the previous owner didn’t want it back.

My next job was to have another go at the French clock. I decided that it must be in need of a new main spring. I bought a proper spring winding tool and new spring and replaced it. Again it was no better or worse than before. (Many years later, I still haven’t worked out why it is such a poor timekeeper.) 

I was then confident enough to offer my services to friends and colleagues. Since then, I have successfully serviced and repaired several clocks of varying descriptions. I have always made it clear that I’m not a professional and have had no formal training. So far, I have never asked for any more than my costs for materials. One friend, however, was satisfied enough to not only pay me much more than I asked, but also to submit several more clocks for refurbishment, including a couple that looked quite valuable. Fortunately, I never made any mistakes that I could not rectify. 

All the work so far has been while I lived in Scotland. Since I moved back down to England, no-one has offered me any jobs. Maybe this area is better served with competent professionals. I have never advertised my services commercially but have always kept in mind the possibility of taking it up to supplement my pension when I retire.

Hill walking

My first experience of hill walking was on holiday in Wales in my childhood. However, I didn’t catch the bug at that time (I was too busy catching my other bug for steam traction, in the form of the Talyllyn Railway.)  

It was many years later that I discovered that I enjoyed walking, and many more years before I rediscovered the joys of mountains. It wasn’t until I got my own transport and was able to go on holiday on my own to the mountainous areas of Northern England that I started climbing them regularly. I used to take a couple of weeks holiday and point the car generally in an upland direction, with no real plans. When I came upon an interesting looking area I’d get out and walk. Then, at the end of the day, I’d park the car in a quiet lay-by for the night. This I would repeat every day, not knowing exactly where I’d be by the next night.  

In this manner I discovered Scotland, but I couldn’t afford to go there often. When my employer offered to relocate me there, I jumped at the opportunity. I could then start fell walking in earnest, I lived within walking distance of the Campsie Fells and a short drive from the Highlands around Loch Lomond. I walked the West Highland Way (in stages) and the climax was climbing Ben Nevis, up one evening and back down the following morning. (That was the coldest night I can remember!)

Now that I am living back in the South of England, I’m missing the hills, but I still look forward to retirement in somewhere like Scotland or Wales.

Pickling

Culinary activities in general are way down on my priority list. I do, however, like home made pickles and I have my own special recipe and method for pickling onions and eggs, and I occasionally experiment with other vegetables and the occasional chutney.

Music 

Like many of my interests, my love of music goes back to my childhood days. I was rarely without music whatever I was doing, even in the darkroom. I bought my first record at that time and the collection has grown to over 900 items, now a mixture of vinyl, tapes and CDs. My likes are varied, including most of the main genres and a few of the more obscure ones.

Books 

When I first started working in Scotland, My employers leased a building owned by Collins publishers. As part of the deal, we allowed Collins employees access to our staff shop, and vice versa. The Collins bookshop was an Aladdin’s cave of books, mostly rejects or surplus stock but mostly in good condition, all at ridiculously low prices. I bought hundreds of books at that time and got into the habit of reading when I had nothing better to do. (I had no TV and still don’t.) When we left that building, I continued the habit, joining a couple of book clubs and haunting second-hand book shops. I had to stop when I ran out of money and space to put them. Strangely, my book collection is almost exactly the same size as my record collection (both approx 950). 

The subject matter is mainly divided between Fantasy / Science Fiction and books relating to my other hobbies. 

Coins

Another of my collections is one of coins. This started when I became impressed by the quality of the Royal Mint proof quality coins. My collection is mostly of UK proof sets, including a set from each year of the decimal coinage era, from 1972 to the present. I also have a few earlier sets and a few odd miscellaneous coins that I’ve found interesting. 

Home Computing

My first computer at home was a second hand Commodore PET (redundant equipment from work, acquired some time in the early 1980’s). I used this to learn the BASIC language and to practice simple programming. This was soon replaced by a Tandy (can’t remember the model). This had superior graphics but otherwise similar capabilities. 

In c1986, I purchased my first PC and started using it for general word processing and continued programming experience in BASIC. At this time I was in to Mandelbrot sets and similar mathematical / graphics based programs. I submitted several of these, along with one serious utility program, to a Shareware supplier. I never made any sales from this but, many years later, I discovered that I had been the victim of “software piracy” when I met someone who admitted to being familiar with my one serious shareware program and had used it extensively when working for a previous employer. I never received any payment from that (or any other) company and I often wonder how much I have lost in potential sales that way! (I also get a bit worried when I think about who that previous employer was; a company with extreme safety related responsibilities!)

I also started using a database (Alpha) to catalogue my extensive record collection. The PC has since been replaced twice as the technology advanced. I transferred the record collection catalogue to MS Access and have added catalogues for my book, coin, model and photograph collections. 

In connection with my voluntary work at Summerlee (see elsewhere) I produced a quarterly news letter for the Friends of Summerlee. This gave me valuable experience in desk-top publishing. I have recently used this experience to write a booklet entitled “Live Steam Toys – a User’s Guide”. This is a 60 page (A5) full colour illustrated booklet and was created, published and printed exclusively at home on my PC using MS Publisher. (Details of this booklet can be found on my web site at http://rolywilliams.com).

For many years I have used the PC for access to email and the internet. I taught myself HTML and have since created my own web site (http://rolywilliams.com). 

Voluntary work in Industrial museum (Summerlee)

In 1986, I moved up to Scotland and soon discovered Summerlee Heritage Trust; an industrial museum in Coatbridge, near Glasgow. At the time, the museum was still fairly new but I was so impressed with the concept that I picked up a Friends of Summerlee leaflet on the way out. 

The leaflet offered an opportunity to get involved with voluntary engineering work, preparing exhibits for display. I jumped at this opportunity to get hands-on experience in the field of industrial archaeology; a subject that had interested me, indirectly, for many years. It also meant I was helping in the success of the museum. I got closely involved in a group working on engineering projects on a regular basis. Several of the items now on display have been restored with my help and, in a few cases, mostly through my own work. My enthusiasm obviously showed. When a vacancy opened on the organisation’s committee, I was nominated for the position at the next AGM. As I was the only applicant, the vote was a formality. 

I quickly got involved in a wide variety of activities, both engineering and organisational. I helped organise special open days and rallies, operating working exhibits on many of these. In the 14 years at Summerlee, I had the pleasure of driving / operating a wide variety of items including a steam roller, steam boat, steam wagon, traction engine, portable and stationary steam engines and even a tram. After a while, I was given formal training on operating and looking after the Fowler Steam Roller, culminating to my taking the test and getting group G on my driving license. This led to me driving and generally looking after the machine on special days and some external events. I soon became the main regular driver. (I later passed on the knowledge by training a few others to do the same; a most satisfying experience.) 

I wrote an article for the Friends’ Newsletter entitled “A Day in the Life of a Steam Roller Driver” which described the process of preparing the roller, operating it during the day and putting it to bed at the end of the day. (This article – adapted and updated – appears on my web site at http://rolywilliams.com) This involvement with the Newsletter later went a step further when I took over editorship of it. I took a sporadic, once-in-a-blue-moon single page newsletter and turned it into a regular quarterly multi-page magazine. This was great fun and, incidentally, gained me valuable experience in using a desktop publisher package on my computer. 

After a short while as an ordinary committee member, I was nominated for the post of vice-chairman. Again, as I was the only nominee, the vote was a formality. I remained at this position for many years until, in 2000, the post of secretary became vacant and I was voted in to that job. I was reluctant to accept the job because, by that time, it was already becoming likely that I would soon have to leave Scotland. This happened two months later so I never really got into it.

All in all, my 14 years involvement with the museum and its Friends organisation was a most enjoyable experience and it was with great sadness that I was forced to give it up. 


